
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This month's Meeting, we will have a Round 
Robin 
 
Details of who the participants will be are unavailable at this time.  

 

 

Thoughts from the President 
Thanks to Brian, Charlie, and Lou for the wisdom on Bowl making during their panel discussion last month. We 

had a good turnout both in person and on Zoom. We got lots of questions answered. The demo video is 

uploaded to the DAW YouTube channel. Note, we are working on the audio gear needed to create better 

events. These changes will come over the next few months. 

 

Speaking of our YouTube channel ... I would like to thank Jim, Ron, and myself (pat on my back) for getting the 

new channel going. I have been editing the last six or more videos and getting them uploaded. However, I 

believe Jim LaRocca, our webmaster, deserves a big pat on the back for his effort to move all the old YT videos 

from our old channel to the new one. Why did we need a new YT channel? Because we couldn't access the 

old one(s). So, Jim spent a good deal of time downloading, renaming, and uploading almost 50 DAW demo 

videos. That is a huge amount of data to move around. Thanks Jim. Check out the Dallas Woodturners 2022 YT 

channel. 
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 Next DAW Meeting at 6:30 pm at Wood World on Thursday June 16  

Social time before meeting starts at 6:00 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzrNHHtOUaV9bYtR446mhjA/featured


I am getting ready to go to the AAW National Woodturning Symposium in Chattanooga. It is June 23-26. Lots 

of preparation as a vendor. If you plan to attend, please stop by, and say hi. Because of my travel and stay in 

Chattanooga, I will not be in attendance for this month's meeting/demo. There will be no Zoom session for this 

month's demo and there will be no Sawdust Session either. 

 

Don't forget to bring your Show & Tell pieces to the meeting. Each person bringing an item for Show & Tell will 

receive a special raffle ticket. The random drawing winner will receive a $25.00 Gift Card. 

 

If you want to join the board of DAW, please speak up as we are building the roster of candidates for elections 

coming this fall. All positions are open for elections. Please submit your name and the roster will be 

announced in September and October. The elections will be in November. 

 

Regards, 

Tod Raines 

DAW President 

 

Sawdust Sessions 

There will not be any Sawdust Sessions this month. 

 

From the AAW Safety Committee 

Fractal Burning Kills; AAW Reiterates the Dangers 
   

The AAW Board, through its Safety Committee, wants to re-emphasize the dangers associated with the process 

known as Lichtenberg, or “fractal,” burning, an embellishing technique that uses high-voltage electrical current to 

burn patterns on wood. This often unsafe, life-threatening practice has once again surfaced in the news and on 

social media, following a two-victim incident in April 2022. 

   

  

 

 

 

Join us June 23-26, 2022, in Chattanooga, Tennessee, for AAW’s first in-

person woodturning event since 2019! You’ll spend three and a half days alongside 

others who are as passionate as you are about turning.  

   

Hear why these AAW members attend the AAW Symposium!  
 



In 2017, the AAW Board of Directors voted to ban any fractal-burning demonstrations and equipment sales at AAW-

sponsored events. The ban prohibits displaying fractal-burned pieces at any AAW-sponsored event and promoting 

the practice via articles in AAW publications. Sadly, since the AAW Board adopted its policy on fractal burning in 

2017, there have been thirty-three reported deaths directly attributed to fractal burning, and an unknown number of 

injuries and close calls. 

   

Learn About the Hidden Dangers 

   

Fractal burning poses a significant hidden risk of electrocution. It speaks volumes that there are no UL-rated fractal 

burning units commercially available. Many of the YouTube videos that show how to build these devices at home do 

not adequately address the inherent safety concerns. Many users think they are being safe, but the number of 

serious injuries and deaths says otherwise. 

   

To learn more about what makes fractal burning dangerous, visit the AAW website. This webpage lists known 

deaths, the AAW’s official position on fractal burning, as well as other resources. 

   

AAW Chapters Take Note 

   

The AAW Board’s 2017 policy explicitly extends its position to its chapters: “AAW-chartered chapters are strongly 

urged to refrain from demonstrating or featuring the process in chapter events.” Yet the practice persists at 

the chapter level. The AAW Safety Committee, with endorsement from the Board of Directors, requests once again 

that its members and chapter leaders join in the AAW’s efforts to discourage the use of fractal burning. Do not 

promote the practice via newsletter articles or social media posts, and do not allow fractal-burned pieces to be 

displayed in instant galleries, exhibitions, at chapter meetings, or on chapter websites. 

   

Further, due to liability concerns, the AAW Board has decided to disallow chapters that promote, demonstrate, 

or allow the use of fractal burning to be eligible to obtain, or renew, insurance through the AAW for their 

chapter. 

   

—AAW Safety Committee: John Beechwood III (Chair), Steve Pritchard, Kevin Jesequel, Kent Crowell 

 

SWAT is Coming!! 

 

For the first time since 2013, they are raising ticket prices. Early Registration (online) ticket prices are 

going to be $175.00. That is up from the $140 we have been paying. Spouses will cost $100. Banquet 

tickets are the same $45.00. This is for all 3 days. a one day ticket is $100.00. Walk up tickets (not 

online) are going to be $275.00 for 3 days, $150.00 for one day. 

 

Early online registration is strongly encouraged, you may have noticed it is a hundred dollars cheaper 

than walk up, not only for your tickets, but T shirts and handbooks. This way they will have an 

accurate number of how many will attend so they will know how much food is needed, how many 

shirts, and how many handbooks to have printed. This will help they're bottom line a great deal. 

 

http://aaow.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zNjUyNzQwJnA9MSZ1PTQxMjAxNDI5NyZsaT0zNTU1NDEwMA/index.html


There will be no Friday night show or meal. 

 

The lead demonstrators this year are Martin Sabin Smith, Mike Mahoney Andy Wolfe, Barry Gross, 

Dennis Paullis, Craig Timmerman, and Trent Bosh. 

 

The 3 for 1 Raffle features a grand prize of a Robust American Beauty Lathe, along with 3 other 

prizes of Laguna REVO 12/16 lathes. Artist donations for the raffle will be appreciated. As always, the 

host hotels are the Hilton and the Marriot Courtyard who are giving us the discounted SWAT rate of 

$160 per night. 

 

Early Registration begins March 15th, SWAT dates are Aug 26, 27, and 28. 

Waco Convention Center 

100 Washington Avenue, Waco, TX 

 

https://www.swaturners.org/ 

  

Bowl Makers Challenge 

This event has been rescheduled for October 

 

Monthly Show and Tell 

 

Bring something/anything for show and tell and you will get a raffle ticket for a $25 Wood 

World gift card. 

 

The raffle is a random drawing only for those that bring an item for show and tell. There is no 

judging, just show us anything you are working on, recently turned, or even one of your 

earlier pieces. 

 

If you are not comfortable speaking in public, which is ok. Simply bring your item to be placed 

on the exhibit table. No need to take part in the "tell" portion. You will still be eligible for the 

$25 gift card. 

 

DAW Membership 
 

We had a total of 158 dues paid in 2021; so far 131 families have paid their membership dues for 2022. The membership 

dues are part of what makes possible having things like having a great audio-visual system, new books, magazines & 

https://dallaswoodturners.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ef34bdde29e0f1bab3f7f653c&id=fe7642b0da&e=70bb32e7e1


videos in the library, lathes & support tools for open shop and classes, and bringing in guest presenters and instructors. 

Also, your membership gives you discounts at our local woodworking stores (Rockler, Woodcraft, and Wood World); these 

discounts will not be available to you in 2022 until you have paid your 2022 dues to print your new membership card. Also, 

current membership is required to check any items out of our extensive woodturning library. 

 

DAW Library 
Our library over 1700 different books (223), magazines (484), and videos (1013) from around 470 authors/demonstrators 

on a wide variety of topics. All the library items are posted on our website by source type, e.g., DAW demos, SWAT, 

commercial, books, & magazines and also by title, author, and some are by date (DAW demos, SWAT & AAW videos). 

Since we are again meeting at Wood World, the library checkout will return to normal; DAW member checkout of up to 5 

items from the library during the club meeting and return these items at the following month’s club meeting. If you still 

don’t feel safe attending large gatherings of people, you can request items from the library via email to the librarian at 

mjmontgo1@verizon.net before the club meeting and then coordinate pickup at the librarian’s home in Garland near the 

Firewheel Mall. 

 

DAW Training and Classes 

 

We will be having our regular open shop this Saturday, June 18th at Wood World from 10:00 - 3:00, 

Please come out for any practice/help you may want, or simply come out for some fun with people 

that love doing what you love to do. 

There is a need for weed pots for SWAT, come and show your skills 

See you there......... 

DAW Monthly featured turner: 

1926 German Wood Turning Video 

This is a fascinating video from 1926 of a German wood turner. It shows him picking out a log, 

using a bandsaw to make a bowl blank, sharpening his tools, mounting the piece on a pulley-

turned lathe, and then making and sanding a lidded bowl. It is amazing that the basic techniques 

have remained the same over the last hundred years. The phrase “Der Drechsler” means “The 

Turner” and the phrase “Naturfilm Hubert Schonger” refers to the film production company of 

the German film producer Hubert Schonger. 

See the video on the DAW website 

Tips and Tricks 

mailto:mjmontgo1@verizon.net


 



 



Be sure to check out the new DAW YouTube 
channel, using the link on the front page of the 
website. 
 
Resources 

Anyone have any websites or APPS that help identify what a piece of wood is that they would 

like to share? 
The website has a lot of resources. Log in with your paid membership and get access to more... 

Past newsletters - link to website click here 

Adverts or Classified - see website click here 

DAW YouTube channel click here 

Useful links click here 

Did you know that you can view videos of past presenters? 

All you need to do is go to our website members resource 

section. https://dallaswoodturners.com/member-resources/ 

Anchorseal  

We have a supply of Anchorseal and have been able to mark down the price to 

$15/gal. You can only buy it at the club meeting. Do not expect Wood World to sell any 

Anchorseal.  

  

https://dallaswoodturners.com/
https://dallaswoodturners.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBZiNA6AU3QrBRX47k4GDAg
https://dallaswoodturners.com/resources/
https://dallaswoodturners.com/member-resources/


Club Supporters  

These businesses shown below are regular supporters by providing meeting space, 

donations, selling raffle prizes to the club at cost. Please show your appreciation by 

frequenting them.  

Rockler Woodworking and Hardware 

584 W I-30 Suite 403 

Garland, TX 75043 

Phone: (469) 329-0971 

Manager: Robert Webster 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

If you have any questions or comments for the newsletter, please contact Larry Harrison @ 

K5LTH@GLADE.NET 

tel:+1-469-329-0971
mailto:K5LTH@GLADE.NET

